OUR DESIRES
Even wise men are sometimes befooled by their own desires. Sages and philosophers too, are subjeft at times to the common weakness of mortality, and may be misled or enslaved by some tyrannical desire. But in their case it seldom happens that the desire that possesses the soul is of an evil nature; for it seldom relates to any of those objects which the worldly-wise aim at. It seldom has any connection with passions that dominate the minds of those whose pleasures in life consist of mere sensual enjoyment.
Desire often misleads the mind by supplying ^ it with specious arguments in support of its own aims. It induces a mentality that imparts its own colour to the reasoning by which the mind is led in the direction of the result desired. Thus our desires befool us throughout life. But how to guard againSt this ? How to escape the seduction of the senses ? How to be proof againSt the witchery of seemingly beautiful ideas ? This can be done, with some success, if we exercise SttiSt vigilance over ourselves, watch the faintest movements or inclinations of the heart and the minutest processes of the mind to deteft false or specious justifications, and if we allow, or rather encourage, the heart to be dominated by the desire of doing only what is right according to our conscience. Together with this thele muSt be an unquestioning belief in the depths of the mind that our real wants are few and can be supplied
45